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Principal’s Message

Welcome to another jam packed newsletter reflecting on events of the last few weeks. It has 
been a really positive term in so many ways. Our Year 11 students really took their mock 
exams seriously and have built a very strong platform for the second round of mocks and 
beyond. I have seen some really engaging lessons and right up to the last day, students 
were completing assessments. We are committed to doing all we can to raise student 
achievement as this will increase their opportunities beyond school. One way to help this is 
by making sure that students are in school as much as possible. 

Academic performance is a significant part of our work but as this newsletter shows, there is 
a great deal more that schools do in order to develop well rounded students. Our students 
are fantastic young people and are a pleasure to work with every single day. 

I also wanted to say thank you to our fantastic PTA. They have already run a series of events 
that have raised a significant sum, which will directly benefit 
the students. They have many more events planned across 
the year and if you want to be involved then they would be 
delighted to hear from you. 

Happy Christmas to you all! 

Mr J Eddy 
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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CHILDREN IN NEED
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REMEMBRANCE
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COMMUNITY CHALLENGES
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GIVING THANKS



8info@kma.clf.uk www.kingsmeadschool.clf.uk

STUDENT RECOGNITION
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
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MUSICAL PRODUCTION
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COOKING
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ART
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GEOGRAPHY
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GEOGRAPHY
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COMPUTING
We have come 
to the end of a 
very busy term 
in the 
Computing 
Department! 
Well done to all 
of the year 11 
GCSE Computer 
Scientists and 
Year 11 iMedia 
students who 
have sat their 
mock exams 
with 
determination 
and desire to do 
their very best. 
The iMedia 
students are 
now embarking 
upon their final 
coursework 
piece where 
they will create a multimedia product, whilst the Computer Scientists are looking at 
networking and security and the impacts of computing in society to finish off their course 
content. We are proud of them all. We have had in the course leader of the T Level in 
Software Development at UCS College Group (Bridgwater Taunton College) in the last 
week too, to introduce some web development skills to the computer scientists, helping 
them to think about their pathways to digital courses at college level.

Our year 7-9 classes have also been 
busy since September. Year 8 and 9 
are both undertaking the IDEA Award 
programme - the Inspiring Digital 
Enterprise Award. It is an international 
award-winning programme that helps 
the students to develop digital, 
enterprise and employability skills 
through a series of online challenges. 
Six year 9 students have achieved 
their Bronze IDEA Award this term – 
Alice W, Annabel J, Ashton T, Freddie 
C, Isaac U and Rosalind H. 
Congratulations to them all – they will 
now go on the attempt the Silver 
Award whilst others continue to work 
through to achieve their Bronze 
Awards.
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COMPUTING

The computing department 
have also started their new 
Minecraft EDU lunchtime 
club this term, which has 
turned out to be very 
popular! 

They have split this into 2 
sessions – one for year 7 and 
one for year 8 and 9. 

The department is also 
running a girls-only lunchtime 
session along the same 
theme for girls of all years. 

In the New Year, they will split 
into teams for some build 
challenges, with the hope of 
going on to do some eSports 
style competitions soon! 

For more information, come 
and see Mr Smith in M11.

Year 9 have also been taking part in the international Bebras Computational Thinking 
Challenge. This runs for a fortnight each November, where students are presented with a 
series of logic puzzles, graded into categories of difficulty. They must solve as many as they 
can within 45 minutes. Year 9s were entered to the ‘Inters’ category (ages 12-14) - 268,615 
‘Inters’ took part across the country, 3,199 were from Somerset, and 158 from Kingsmead 
completed the challenge. 79 students achieved a Participation Award, 39 achieved a Merit 
Award (top 50 – 75% in the school) and 38 achieved a Distinction Award (top 25% in the 
school). The top 17 of these students also achieved a Gold Award (top 10% of their age 
group nationally). We had two students awarded ‘Best in School’ too for their top score! 
Class Charts points and certificates have been awarded for the top scorers, and for those 
who have done well, they may be able to use this as a guide to how good they are as a 
computational thinker or whether Computer Science would be a good choice for them as a 
GCSE. If students wish to discuss this any further, they can come and see Mr Smith in M11. 
Congratulations to them all – the names of our Gold Award winners are: Archie, Alice W, 
John H, Phoebe F, Max J, Ella H, Sofie P, Cassius E, Finley P, Edward T, Maisie U, Joshua W, 
Bruno R, Alexander J, Kaden S, Emil W and Neville H. 
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SPORT
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SPORT



20info@kma.clf.uk www.kingsmeadschool.clf.uk

ATTENDANCE
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CAREERS
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COMMUNITY

We are lucky to have such wonderful welfare and pastoral teams at 
Kingsmead who strive to support all students and their families, 

upholding our ethos of ‘Achieving through Caring’. Please see below 
signposts to supportive websites and numbers that may be useful 

over the holiday. 

Mental Health support:
Gives tips on how to cope and suggestions for supporting someone 

else.

www.mind.org.uk

Call 116 123
Email jo@samaritans.org

Provides confidential, non-judgmental emotional support for people 
experiencing feelings of distress or despair, including those that could 
lead to suicide. You can phone, email, write a letter or in most cases 

talk to someone face to face.

SHOUT – for everyone, (24/7)Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258
Shout is the UK’s first 24/7 text service, free on all major mobile 

networks, for anyone in crisis anytime, anywhere. It is a place to go if 
you’re struggling to cope and you need immediate help. A Texter will 

be put in touch with a trained Crisis Volunteer (CV) who will chat to 
them using trained techniques via text. The service is designed to 

help individuals to think more clearly and to take their next steps to 
feeling better
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COMMUNITY

From eating disorders, to abuse, anxiety, and depression – suggests 
support for a huge range of difficulties for young people and their 

parents/carers.
Text the YoungMinds Crisis Messenger for free 24/7 support across the 

UK if you are experiencing a mental health crisis.
If you need urgent help text YM to 85258.

Texts are free from EE, O2, Vodafone, 3, Virgin Mobile, BT Mobile, 
GiffGaff, Tesco Mobile and Telecom Plus

online chat, Monday – Friday 12pm – 10 pm and Saturday – Sunday 6 
pm to 10 pm.

Safe and anonymous online chat support for young people – friendly 
counsellors, self-help and community support.

Call 0800 068 41 41 – Monday to Friday 10am to 10pm, weekends 
2pm to 10pm, bank holidays 2pm to 5pm

Text 07786 209697
Email pat@papyrus-uk.org

PAPYRUS is the national UK charity dedicated to the prevention of 
young suicide. You can contact them for help and guidance for 

yourself or for someone else in your care. 

More resources can be found on our website:

www.kingsmead-school.com/school-life/mental-health-wellbeing
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SAFETY
The Online Safety Hub is available to parents/carers who would like 
help setting up parental controls and knowing how to monitor their 

child’s online activities.

It’s a free resource which has guides for various devices, platforms and 
games that your child may use or encounter online. These can help 
you to protect your child from inappropriate or harmful content and 
contacts, helping you to have informed conversations with them 

about their online preferences. 

https://safeguarding.thekeysupport.com/parent-online-safety-zone/

ITS NOT OK @ KINGSMEAD
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CALENDAR
 

 

 

Kingsmead School Term & Holidays 

2025/2026 Academic Year 
 

September 2025 October 2025 November 2025 

M  1 8 15 22 29 M   6 13 20 27 M   3 10 17 24 

Tu  2 9 16 23 30 Tu   7 14 21 28 Tu   4 11 18 25 

W  3 10 17 24  W  1 8 15 22 29 W   5 12 19 26 

Th  4 11 18 25  Th  2 9 16 23 30 Th   6 13 20 27 

F  5 12 19 26  F  3 10 17 24 31 F   7 14 21 28 

Sa  6 13 20 27  Sa  4 11 18 25  Sa  1 8 15 22 29 

Su  7 14 21 28  Su  5 12 19 26  Su  2 9 16 23 30 

December 2025 January 2026 February 2026 

M  1 8 15 22 29 M   5 12 19 26 M   2 9 16 23 

Tu  2 9 16 23 30 Tu   6 13 20 27 Tu   3 10 17 24 

W  3 10 17 24 31 W   7 14 21 28 W   4 11 18 25 

Th  4 11 18 25  Th  1 8 15 22 29 Th   5 12 19 26 

F  5 12 19 26  F  2 9 16 23 30 F   6 13 20 27 

Sa  6 13 20 27  Sa  3 10 17 24 31 Sa   7 14 21 28 

Su  7 14 21 28  Su  4 11 18 25  Su  1 8 15 22  

March 2026 April 2026 May 2026 

M  2 9 16 23 30 M   6 13 20 27 M   4 11 18 25 

Tu  3 10 17 24 31 Tu   7 14 21 28 Tu   5 12 19 26 

W  4 11 18 25  W  1 8 15 22 29 W   6 13 20 27 

Th  5 12 19 26  Th  2 9 16 23 30 Th   7 14 21 28 

F  6 13 20 27  F  3 10 17 24  F  1 8 15 22 29 

Sa  7 14 21 28  Sa  4 11 18 25  Sa  2 9 16 23 30 

Su 1 8 15 22 29  Su  5 12 19 26  Su  3 10 17 24 31 

June 2026 July 2026 August 2026 

M  1 8 15 22 29 M   6 13 20 27 M  3 10 17 24 31 

Tu  2 9 16 23 30 Tu   7 14 21 28 Tu  4 11 18 25  

W  3 10 17 24  W  1 8 15 22 29 W  5 12 19 26  

Th  4 11 18 25  Th  2 9 16 23 30 Th  6 13 20 27  

F  5 12 19 26  F  3 10 17 24 31 F  7 14 21 28  

Sa  6 13 20 27  Sa  4 11 18 25  Sa 1 8 15 22 29  

Su  7 14 21 28  Su  5 12 19 26  Su 2 9 16 23 30  

 

 
 

Key:  Term dates summary: 

       School Holiday  
Term 1: 03 September – 24 October 2025  

Term 2: 03 November – 19 December 2025 

Term 3: 05 January – 13 February 2026  

Term 4: 23 February – 03 April 2026 

Term 5: 22 April – 22 May 2026  

Term 6: 01 June – 21 July 2026  

    Bank Holiday  

     Term Time  

  
  INSET Day  
      Early Finish   

 
  

Bank and public holidays 2025/26 

Christmas Day Bank Holiday  25 December 2025 Easter Monday 06 April 2026 

Boxing Day Bank Holiday 26 December 2025 May Day Bank Holiday 04 May 2026 

New Year’s Day Holiday 01 January 2026 Spring Bank Holiday 25 May 2026 

Good Holiday 03 April 2026 Summer Break Holiday 31 August 2026 




