
Principal’s Message

We are already at the end of another half term. Although short, a great deal has been 
going on in school as you will see when you start reading. I do want to say congratulations to 
Year 11 on their first couple of weeks of exams. There has been a real sense of purpose and 
dedication from them all. There are more revision classes over half term and we know that 
students will still be revising despite the hot weather. Well done to them all. We had a lovely 
day celebrating their time with us just before half term and my thanks to Mrs Cox for 
organising it all. Once the exams finish, then we look forward to celebrating again at the 
Year 11 Prom. 

We are also turning our attention towards the incoming Year 6 students who will be joining us 
for transition days next half term. I am sure that all of our 
current students will welcome them. 

Wishing you all a very happy half term. 

Mr J Eddy 

CARE ● ASPIRATION ● RESPECT ● DETERMINATION
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EXMOOR CHALLENGE
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EXMOOR CHALLENGE
At the beginning of May, several 
Kingsmead students took part in 
the demanding Exmoor 
Challenge; a 16-mile timed, self-
navigation event based around 
Dulverton. Organised by the 
Rotary Clubs of Exmoor and 
Tiverton, and raising money this 
year for Children’s Hospice South 
West, the event brought together 
over 500 young people for a 
memorable day of teamwork, 
resilience and determination. Mr 
Nelson had the pleasure of 
supporting our local Scout group 
in training a number of students 
for the challenge. Alongside 
Wivey Scouts, students also took part with Exmoor Young Farmers, as well as two teams from 
Wivey Primary School. It was wonderful to see so many young people from our community 
involved in such a long-standing and inspiring event. Working in teams of four, participants 
navigated challenging Exmoor terrain while aiming to reach checkpoints at specific times. In 
total, there were 124 junior teams and 13 senior teams taking part - an incredible turnout.

The day began in glorious sunshine, creating a fantastic atmosphere as teams set off full of 
excitement and enthusiasm. However, Exmoor weather soon had other ideas! As the day 
went on, dark clouds gathered and heavy rain set in, with many teams finishing in a 
complete downpour. Despite the challenging conditions, the young people showed 
outstanding resilience and determination throughout. The sense of achievement on the 
faces crossing the finish line was truly wonderful to see. It was also heartwarming to witness so 
many supporters braving the rain to cheer everyone home — soaked through, but smiling all 
the same.

The Exmoor Challenge is no 
easy feat, and not every team 
manages to complete the 
course. Teams receive penalty 
points for arriving too early or 
too late at checkpoints, and 
each checkpoint also has a 
safety cut-off time. One of the 
primary school teams 
unfortunately made a 
navigational error and narrowly 
missed reaching the 
penultimate checkpoint in time. 
Despite their disappointment, 
they still stood proudly at the 
finish line cheering on their 
friends – a brilliant example of 
the supportive spirit shown by all 
the young people involved.

While simply completing the 
event is a huge achievement in 
itself, Kingsmead students also 
produced some fantastic 
results:

The two Wivey Scout teams 
finished an impressive 7th and 
10th out of 25 teams in the all-
boys junior category. Exmoor 
Young Farmers achieved an 
excellent 9th place, while the 
second Wivey Primary team 
secured joint 13th place out of 
67 teams in the mixed junior 
category. And, in an incredible 
achievement, the Wivey 
Explorer Scouts team won the 
senior category outright!

The Exmoor Challenge is about 
far more than competition. It is 
an event that empowers young 
people, develops character 
and encourages teamwork, 
leadership and perseverance. 
Every participant 
demonstrated resilience, 
respect and determination in 
abundance.

We are already looking forward to next year, and you may even spot a couple of 
Kingsmead School teams taking part alongside the fantastic local youth organisations that 
do so much to support and develop our young people.
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
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STUDENT RECOGNITION
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
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FARMING FORTNIGHT
With the weather forecast changing almost hourly in 
the days leading up to the weekend, we all prepared 
ourselves for a very soggy expedition! Thankfully, after 
completing a training day and two practise hikes, our 
seven Year 10 teams were more than ready to take 
on their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award qualifying 
expedition on Exmoor.

Starting from different points around Wheddon Cross 
and Exford, the teams set off on Saturday morning in 
surprisingly dry conditions and with plenty of 
excitement. Working independently under remote 
supervision, the groups navigated their way across 
Dunkery Beacon and the surrounding moorland, 
covering between 16 and 20 kilometers before making their way down towards Porlock for 
the overnight camp.

Anyone who has experienced a wet DofE weekend knows there are few things worse than 
trying to pitch a tent and cook dinner in the rain, so we were all relieved that the showers 
cleared just in time for the teams to arrive at camp. After a long day of walking, map 
reading and a few navigational challenges along the way, everyone was able to relax and 
enjoy a dry evening together. The teams showed fantastic resilience throughout the 
weekend. Whether tackling steep climbs, coping with tired legs or working out where they 
had gone wrong on the map, students supported one another brilliantly and kept going 
with good humour and determination.

Sunday morning started as Saturday ended - with blue skies  - and everyone was up, 
packed and ready to go. No doubt helped by the thought of a hot shower and their own 
bed waiting at home! Unfortunately, while Saturday’s weather had been kinder than 
expected, Sunday had other ideas. The final stretch over North Hill into Minehead turned 
into a very wet finish, with several heavy downpours soaking teams on the last leg of the 
expedition. Despite the weather, every single team showed real perseverance and positivity 
right to the finish line, and we are delighted that all seven teams successfully passed their 
Bronze Expedition Section.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is so much more than walking long distances carrying a 
rucksack. Weekends like this help young people grow in confidence, resilience and 
independence, while developing important life skills such as teamwork, communication and 
problem-solving. Along the way, they also create memories – and stories – that will stay with 
them for years to come. We are very proud of all the students who took part and the way 
they represented both themselves and the school throughout the weekend. A huge thank 
you also goes to the dedicated team without whom none of this could happen.
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ENGLISH
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SCIENCE
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LAND-BASED STUDIES
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LAND-BASED STUDIES

After receiving some funding of equipment from the 
Somerset Gardens Trust, groups of Y7 students have 
been very busy this term! Together, they have helped 
to assemble a tool shed, build and line 4 x planters 
with weed barriers, and sow a variety of vegetable 
seedlings. All students involved have worked really 
hard and should be proud of what they have 
achieved so far!  
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THEATRE
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ATTENDANCE

How to Report an 
Absence

Text:  07860 050210
Email: attendance@kma.clf.uk
Call:  01984 623483  option 1

Deadline: Before 9.00am
Please provide: Student name, date, and reason.

Thank you for helping us keep attendance accurate!
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COMMUNITY
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COMMUNITY

We are lucky to have such wonderful welfare and pastoral teams at 
Kingsmead who strive to support all students and their families, 

upholding our ethos of ‘Achieving through Caring’. Please see below 
signposts to supportive websites and numbers that may be useful 

over the holiday. 

Mental Health support:
Gives tips on how to cope and suggestions for supporting someone 

else.

www.mind.org.uk

Call 116 123
Email jo@samaritans.org

Provides confidential, non-judgmental emotional support for people 
experiencing feelings of distress or despair, including those that could 
lead to suicide. You can phone, email, write a letter or in most cases 

talk to someone face to face.

SHOUT – for everyone, (24/7)Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258
Shout is the UK’s first 24/7 text service, free on all major mobile 

networks, for anyone in crisis anytime, anywhere. It is a place to go if 
you’re struggling to cope and you need immediate help. A Texter will 

be put in touch with a trained Crisis Volunteer (CV) who will chat to 
them using trained techniques via text. The service is designed to 

help individuals to think more clearly and to take their next steps to 
feeling better

From eating disorders, to abuse, anxiety, and depression – suggests 
support for a huge range of difficulties for young people and their 

parents/carers.
Text the YoungMinds Crisis Messenger for free 24/7 support across the 

UK if you are experiencing a mental health crisis.
If you need urgent help text YM to 85258.

Texts are free from EE, O2, Vodafone, 3, Virgin Mobile, BT Mobile, 
GiffGaff, Tesco Mobile and Telecom Plus

online chat, Monday – Friday 12pm – 10 pm and Saturday – Sunday 6 
pm to 10 pm.

Safe and anonymous online chat support for young people – friendly 
counsellors, self-help and community support.

Call 0800 068 41 41 – Monday to Friday 10am to 10pm, weekends 
2pm to 10pm, bank holidays 2pm to 5pm

Text 07786 209697
Email pat@papyrus-uk.org

PAPYRUS is the national UK charity dedicated to the prevention of 
young suicide. You can contact them for help and guidance for 

yourself or for someone else in your care. 

More resources can be found on our website:

www.kingsmead-school.com/school-life/mental-health-wellbeing
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SAFETY
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CALENDAR
The Online Safety Hub is available to parents/carers who would like 
help setting up parental controls and knowing how to monitor their 

child’s online activities.

It’s a free resource which has guides for various devices, platforms and 
games that your child may use or encounter online. These can help 
you to protect your child from inappropriate or harmful content and 
contacts, helping you to have informed conversations with them 

about their online preferences. 

https://safeguarding.thekeysupport.com/parent-online-safety-zone/

ITS NOT OK @ KINGSMEAD

 

 

 

Kingsmead School Term & Holidays 

2025/2026 Academic Year 
 

September 2025 October 2025 November 2025 

M  1 8 15 22 29 M   6 13 20 27 M   3 10 17 24 

Tu  2 9 16 23 30 Tu   7 14 21 28 Tu   4 11 18 25 

W  3 10 17 24  W  1 8 15 22 29 W   5 12 19 26 

Th  4 11 18 25  Th  2 9 16 23 30 Th   6 13 20 27 

F  5 12 19 26  F  3 10 17 24 31 F   7 14 21 28 

Sa  6 13 20 27  Sa  4 11 18 25  Sa  1 8 15 22 29 

Su  7 14 21 28  Su  5 12 19 26  Su  2 9 16 23 30 

December 2025 January 2026 February 2026 

M  1 8 15 22 29 M   5 12 19 26 M   2 9 16 23 

Tu  2 9 16 23 30 Tu   6 13 20 27 Tu   3 10 17 24 

W  3 10 17 24 31 W   7 14 21 28 W   4 11 18 25 

Th  4 11 18 25  Th  1 8 15 22 29 Th   5 12 19 26 

F  5 12 19 26  F  2 9 16 23 30 F   6 13 20 27 

Sa  6 13 20 27  Sa  3 10 17 24 31 Sa   7 14 21 28 

Su  7 14 21 28  Su  4 11 18 25  Su  1 8 15 22  

March 2026 April 2026 May 2026 

M  2 9 16 23 30 M   6 13 20 27 M   4 11 18 25 

Tu  3 10 17 24 31 Tu   7 14 21 28 Tu   5 12 19 26 

W  4 11 18 25  W  1 8 15 22 29 W   6 13 20 27 

Th  5 12 19 26  Th  2 9 16 23 30 Th   7 14 21 28 

F  6 13 20 27  F  3 10 17 24  F  1 8 15 22 29 

Sa  7 14 21 28  Sa  4 11 18 25  Sa  2 9 16 23 30 

Su 1 8 15 22 29  Su  5 12 19 26  Su  3 10 17 24 31 

June 2026 July 2026 August 2026 

M  1 8 15 22 29 M   6 13 20 27 M  3 10 17 24 31 

Tu  2 9 16 23 30 Tu   7 14 21 28 Tu  4 11 18 25  

W  3 10 17 24  W  1 8 15 22 29 W  5 12 19 26  

Th  4 11 18 25  Th  2 9 16 23 30 Th  6 13 20 27  

F  5 12 19 26  F  3 10 17 24 31 F  7 14 21 28  

Sa  6 13 20 27  Sa  4 11 18 25  Sa 1 8 15 22 29  

Su  7 14 21 28  Su  5 12 19 26  Su 2 9 16 23 30  

 

 
 

Key:  Term dates summary: 

       School Holiday  
Term 1: 03 September – 24 October 2025  

Term 2: 03 November – 19 December 2025 

Term 3: 05 January – 13 February 2026  

Term 4: 23 February – 03 April 2026 

Term 5: 22 April – 22 May 2026  

Term 6: 01 June – 21 July 2026  

    Bank Holiday  

     Term Time  

  
  INSET Day  
      Early Finish   

 
  

Bank and public holidays 2025/26 

Christmas Day Bank Holiday  25 December 2025 Easter Monday 06 April 2026 

Boxing Day Bank Holiday 26 December 2025 May Day Bank Holiday 04 May 2026 

New Year’s Day Holiday 01 January 2026 Spring Bank Holiday 25 May 2026 

Good Holiday 03 April 2026 Summer Break Holiday 31 August 2026 




